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Oct. 18: According to the armed forces press office (COPREFA), rebel commandos sabotaged
six electricity substations in San Salvador. Blackouts occurred for over 24 hours. Oct. 20: In a
Radio Venceremos broadcast, the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN) reported
that rebels caused 152 troop casualties during the week of Oct. 14-20. According to the rebels,
16 helicopters were damaged in the Oct. 17 attack on air force headquarters. In addition, rebels
damaged two other military aircraft during fighting in Chalatenango and Morazan departments.
Oct. 22: COPREFA reported that two homemade mortar rounds launched by rebel commandos at
the military compound in southern San Salvador missed their targets and exploded in a nearby
residential neighborhood. The compound houses the Defense Ministry and joint chiefs offices. The
Associated Press reported that two children were killed in the explosions, and three other civilians
injured. Military sources reported that fighting in San Miguel department caused the death of one
soldier. Five Treasury Police agents were reported injured in a clash with rebels in Chalatenango
department. Oct. 23: According to military sources, a 13-year-old detained by police in San Miguel
died from "handling a grenade left in his bed by FMLN agents." Another man was seriously injured
in the explosion. [The Salvadoran Christian Committee for the Displaced announced that in San
Jose de las Flores, Chalatenango department, a woman was killed when she stepped on a mine, and
two children were injured in the explosion. The mine was reportedly planted by soldiers.] According
to the army five guerrillas and one soldier were killed in fighting in Cuscatlan department. Oct. 25:
COPREFA reported that troops engaged in counterinsurgency operations in Cuscatlan department
on Oct. 24 clashed with rebels, resulting in the deaths of five guerrillas and one soldier. Troops
also dismantled a rebel training camp, where they destroyed 13 tents, and seized weapons and
munitions. The army reported that an FMLN commando unit set fire to a passenger bus in the
Mejicanos neighborhood of San Salvador. The state-run electricity company reported that 60% of
national territory was without power in the wake of rebel sabotage of electricity towers, transformers
and pylons. The army bombed rebel positions in the foothills, located 25 km. north of San Salvador.
In San Salvador, troops conducted house to house searches in the neighborhoods surrounding army
headquarters. Oct. 28: Radio Venceremos reported that since Oct. 21, rebels caused 38 casualties to
government troops; destroyed 22 electricity towers, cables, and pylons; shot down three helicopters
in Cuscatlan, San Miguel and Morazan departments; and, partially destroyed a tank during an
ambush in San Vicente department. Radio Venceremos reported that the FMLN will continue
sabotage of the country's electricity grid until political accords develop. Next, the FMLN denied that
rebels set fire to a bus in the capital's Mejicanos neighborhood. COPREFA reported that between
Oct. 20 and Oct. 27, 39 rebels and 20 soldiers were killed or wounded in Morazan department. (Basic
data from AP, 10/25/90; AFP, 10/19/90, 10/21/90, 10/23/90, 10/25/90, 10/28/90; EFE, 10/21/90, 10/23/90;
Notimex, 10/28/90)
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